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HAVANA.- One of Cuba’s most attractive vacation 
options in 2025 was nature, adventure, and rural 
tourism, especially in the country’s east and in places 
like Baracoa.
Nature tourism experts worldwide, who have already 
visited this region, highlight it as the first city the Spanish 
founded on the island (1511).
These specialists have also traveled more than 180 
kilometers from the eastern city of Holguín to reach 
the Alejandro de Humboldt National Park, and were 
welcomed by local guides and officials.
At a viewpoint overlooking Taco Bay, hiking groups 
can connect with local guides who share an intimate 
knowledge of the region’s trails. 
There, they can learn that this National Park is the most 
important in Cuba for its biodiversity of flora and fauna, 
and that it is also the largest remaining area of the best-
preserved mountain ecosystems.

This Park was declared a World Heritage Site by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), and its core area is the Cuchillas 
del Toa Biosphere Reserve.
The region covers an area of 70,680 hectares, of which 
2,250 are marine ecosystems, and the rest are terrestrial 
ecosystems.
The Park is divided into four departments: Cupeyal 
del Norte, Ojito de Agua, La Melba, and Baracoa, a 
structure designed to provide better administration and 
conservation.

This region includes mountains, rivers, and a lush 
vegetation that rises majestically despite hurricanes and 
other disasters.
One of the area’s highlights is the exploration of trails, 
one of the most interesting being the ascent to El 
Yunque de Baracoa, a plateau-like mountain that gives 
this elevation its name.
Going around that trail takes about five hours and covers 
approximately 10 kilometers, but it offers stunning 
views of the region and the area surrounding Baracoa, 
undoubtedly a major attraction for active vacations.

Text and Photo BenjamínMICERINOS

Nature Tourism 
in Baracoa

HAVANA.- UN Tourism Legal Affairs and 
International Standards Director, Alicia 
Gómez, described recent debates held in 
Cuba on the topic as highly relevant.
The official, who attended the 3rd 
International Seminar on Tourism Law – 
held in December at the Iberostar Parque 
Central Hotel, in Havana – told The 

Havana Reporter that she was happy 
with the discussions and exchanges 
among nearly 100 experts from 23 
countries.
She stated that from a legal perspective 
and considering trends in Latin American 
and Caribbean countries, the meeting 
aimed at updating tourism guidelines, 
including sustainability as a central focus.
The event was thus essential to foster 
discussions to help countries include ideas, 

recommendations, and good practices into 
their tourist legislations.
This is why the issue of sustainability was 
included in the laws under debate—so it 
could be put into practice.
The first seminar focused on the International 
Code for the Protection of Tourists (Spain), 
to which Cuba is a signatory. It was largely 
centered on protecting travelers in the post-
COVID-19 pandemic context.
The second meeting, held in Argentina, 
emphasized sustainability.
On that occasion, this matter and that of 
accessibility, which were reiterated at this 
meeting, started to be included on the 
agenda of the United Nations’ Right to 
Tourism Program.
Experts consider these themes as major 
challenges because they encompass 
other regulatory issues such as artificial 
intelligence (AI) and consumer protection, 
in the face of new technologies.
They agreed that it is also necessary to 
update this framework, already in place in 
Europe, in the Latin American region, along 

with short-term rentals offered through 
digital platforms.
Gómez added that attendees discussed 
a combination of priority themes, such as 
tourism law and climate action.
She commented that Cuba is a very 
active member of UN Tourism, with which 
it maintains very close relations, and 
highlighted her satisfaction that the island 
is working on a new law that includes 
some of the principles of sustainability and 
is therefore participating in the working 
group created for this purpose by the 
global organization.
The director stressed the importance 
of reaching concrete conclusions and 
recommendations, especially regarding 
sustainability. She also encouraged 
strengthening ties with colleagues from 
the University of Havana (Faculty of Law).
The idea is to add Cuban experts to the 
aforementioned UN Tourism group, an 
international team of legal specialists of 
great importance for the future of the travel 
industry, she concluded.

UN Tourism Considers Havana Debates Relevant
By FranciscoMENÉNDEZ

UN Tourism Legal Affairs and International Standards Director, Alicia Gómez. PHOTO: Panchito Gonzalez.

Baracoa includes mountains, rivers, and a lush vegetation. 
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HAVANA.- Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
Canel affirmed that Cuba will face its current 
challenges with concrete work, systematic 
control, and popular participation.
At the closing session of the National 
Assembly of People’s Power (Parliament), 
on December 18, the president 
emphasized that this legislative body must 
assume several political commitments: 
strengthening bonds between MPs and 
their constituents.
Members of parliament must communicate, 
listen, explain, and gather concrete 
proposals to improve public policies, he 
said.
Díaz-Canel called for a direct fight against 
bureaucracy, corruption, waste, the 
misappropriation of resources, and lack 
of sensitivity to the people’s problems, 
and to consolidate unity, not as an 
uncritical unanimity, but as the building 
of consensus through responsible debate 
and participation. “The Plenary Session of 
the Central Committee and this session of 
the Assembly agree on one idea: it is not 
enough to approve, we must implement,” 
he affirmed.
The head of State also emphasized that 
the Cuban people, although exhausted, 
are not defeated, and added that “our 
national history demonstrates that when 
the political leadership, the institutions and 
the people work in the same direction, with 
truth, discipline and creativity, no blockade 
or crisis can steal our future.”
He stated that the decision to postpone 
the 9th Congress of the Communist Party 
should not be seen as a setback, but as a 

necessary and mature measure that will 
allow us to consolidate forces, improve 
the nation’s situation, increase public 
confidence, and create the conditions for a 
more fruitful gathering.
“A congress that, as the Constitution 
states, will consolidate the construction of 
socialism and progress toward a communist 
society. That is what the Army General has 
called us to do,” he stressed.
According to the president, this decision 
will be an opportunity to recover as much 
as possible and make progress in fulfilling 
our commitments in 2026.
It will also permit the necessary adjustments 
to be made to the Party, the Government, 
and the State’s structure, facilitating the 
exchange of opinions and criteria that this 
process demands, without haste.
Díaz-Canel pointed out that all the forces 
and energies of the Party, the State, 
the Government, and the people must 
be focused on improving the country’s 
situation: making progress in the well-
organized and controlled implementation 
of the approved economic measures.
He also referred to the importance of 
strengthening support to the territories 
affected by natural disasters; promoting 
youth participation in all aspects of national 
life; intensifying the ideological, cultural, and 
communications battle; and defending Cuba’s 
truth against manipulation and disinformation.
“We will also continue working on the 
drafting of the documents that, after 
public consultation, will be debated at 
the congress, and which are already well 
advanced,” he emphasized.

By BrendaBARRANCO

HAVANA.- Cuba faces an undeniably 
critical situation, with stark economic 
data, said First Secretary of the Communist 
Party and President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
at the closing of the organization’s 11th 
plenary session.
In his address at the event, held on 
December 13, the Cuban leader affirmed 
that “the past few months have been 
marked by increased financial, oil and 
other forms of persecution against Cuba” 
by the world’s leading power, the United 
States.
Directly and without euphemism, the 
president stated that by the end of the 
third quarter, Cuba had experienced a 
decline in its Gross Domestic Product of 
more than four percent, accompanied by 
soaring inflation and a partially paralyzed 
economy, among other unfavorable 
indicators.
Faced with such a situation, Díaz-Canel 
appealed for revolutionary optimism, 
for creativity, for intelligent resistance, 
and emphasized that  “we are guided 
by reason, moral strength, and a heroic 
people as our greatest inspiration. 
Intense work lies ahead of us. Let no one 
expect easy or immediate solutions.
Cuba needs economic and structural 
transformations, and also requires a 
change of mentality regarding the forms 
and party work methods, the Head of 
State indicated.
In his remarks, he acknowledged the 
growing inequality between small 
population groups who seem to have all 
their problems solved, while the majority 
cannot even meet basic needs.

Nevertheless, the president reaffirmed 
social justice as the foundation of the Cuban 
project and stated that “despite limitations, 
health and education will continue to be 
free and of high quality for all.”
Additionally, the Cuban president 
described the New National Security 
Strategy implemented by the government 
of the United States as “a crude, 
unvarnished version of the Monroe 
Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary.
Regarding the international situation, he 
mentioned the recent incident involving 
a Venezuelan oil tanker, whose cargo was 
shamelessly seized by Donald Trump’s 
“pirates.”
Cuba denounces and condemns this 
return of the gunboats, this threatening 
diplomacy, this scandalous theft, Díaz-
Canel emphasized.
The Cuban leader also reiterated 
the condemnation of the genocidal 
blockade imposed on the Cuban people 
and expressed gratitude for the immense 
support of the international community.
The 11th Plenary Session of the Cuban 
Communist Party debated important 
socioeconomic and political issues facing 
the Caribbean nation amidst a complex 
national and international situation. The 
call for unity among all Cubans prevailed 
in those debates.
During the meeting, it was announced 
that the senior leadership of the 
Communist Party of Cuba agreed to 
postpone its next congress, which had 
been scheduled for April 2026, at the 
proposal of the Leader of the Revolution, 
Army General Raúl Castro.

Important Data and Statements at 
Communist Party Plenary Session

The deputies were called upon to confront bureaucracy, corruption, embezzlement and a lack of 
sensitivity to the problems of the people. PHOTO: Vladimir Molina.

By JorgeLQUEVEDO

The leadership of the Communist Party analyzed the current 
challenges facing Cuba. PHOTO: Estudios Revolución.

Facing Challenges 
with Work, Control 
and Participation
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UNITED NATIONS.- 2025 was a particularly 
intense, yet fruitful year for the Cuban 
diplomacy at the United Nations 
Organization, where the country clearly 
and strongly defended the principles that 
have historically guided the foreign policy 
of the Cuban Revolution.
When reflecting on this period and in an 
interview granted to The Havana Reporter, 
Ambassador Ernesto Soberón spoke about 
the principles of “sovereign equality, non-
interference in States’ domestic affairs, 
cooperation for development, and the 
defense of multilateralism as the only 
effective way to resolve complex global 
challenges.”
“Indeed, as we close this period, it is 
appropriate to make an evaluation that 
allows us to understand the magnitude 
of the challenges faced by our country 
and also the progress achieved in the 
multilateral arena,” said Cuba’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN.

The ambassador stated that one of the most 
significant milestones was undoubtedly 
Cuba’s overwhelming victory in the annual 
vote on the resolution against the United 
States blockade, held on October 29 at the 
United Nations General Assembly.

“The international community once again 
spoke out unequivocally against this 
illegal, extraterritorial policy, which violates 
the international law,” the Cuban diplomat 
emphasized.
He affirmed that all of this was achieved 
“amid a complex scenario, marked by 
an escalation of aggression by the U.S. 
administration against the Cuban people 
and government, in addition to the 

tightening of the blockade and Cuba’s 
continued inclusion on the spurious list of 
state sponsors of terrorism.”
The official also referred to “the shameless 
campaign against Cuban medical 
cooperation, which in 2025 included a 
display of grotesque pressures from the 
U.S. government to unsuccessfully try to 
undermine the overwhelming support 
this resolution against the blockade has 
received every year.”
Soberón recalled that the Cuban 
delegation’s speech at that session reflected 
not only a firm denunciation, but also the 
Cuban people’s capacity to resist and move 
forward despite difficulties.
“Every year, this outcome continues to be a 
reminder that truth and justice must prevail 
and have the support of the international 
community,” he stressed.
Likewise, in 2025, noted ambassador 
Soberon, Cuba, along with the G77 and 
China, promoted resolutions related 
to development, science, technology, 
international cooperation, food security, 
development financing, the defense of 
a fairer, more equitable, and inclusive 
international financial architecture, and 
the elimination of unilateral coercive 
measures.

By DeisyFRANCIS

One More Year Defending Justice

WASHINGTON.- Relations between Cuba and the United 
States are going through one of their coldest moments, 
marked by hostile measures and tighter blockade. 
While the Caribbean nation struggles with its worst 
economic crisis in decades due to the unilateral economic 
siege, the Donald Trump administration is strengthening 
its stance, and dialogue seems to have disappeared from 
the bilateral agenda.
In this context, the solidarity movement with Cuba in the 
United States faces a historical urgency, people say. For co-
founder of the CODEPINK organization, Medea Benjamin, 
“it is essential for us to work in 2026 with all our strength 
to counteract the suffocation the Trump administration is 
inflicting on the Cuban people.”
Now that the U.S. government openly boasts about 
reviving the Monroe Doctrine, it is up to us, the people, to 
say no, emphasized the activist and writer in an interview 
with The Havana Reporter.
“We must reject this brutal imperial interference 
and continue urging the United States to stop 
interfering in our neighbors’ affairs,” she warned.  
A similar view is held by co-chair of the National Network 
on Cuba (NNOC), Cheryl LaBash, who pointed out that the 
U.S. people do not support the economic war imposed by 
the United States on the island. 

“Over the past year, new organizations joined the 
movement to stop the war against Cuba and allow the 
country to thrive,” she said.
According to LaBash, in 2025 trips to the island and 
material aid campaigns were the pillars of this movement 
in cities like Denver, Philadelphia and Jacksonville, 
Florida. 
The city councils of Chicago, one of the largest cities in 
the United States and Ypsilanti, Michigan, a small city, 
unanimously approved resolutions against the blockade 
and in favor of the removal of Cuba from the list of State 
Sponsors of Terrorism, recalled the co-chair of the NNOC, a 
coalition of more than 60 groups. 
The new campaign “Let Cuba Play,” which fights for visas so 
that Cuba can compete in the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic 
Games, will help us reach even more people and mobilize 
their voices, she added.
César Sánchez, also co-chair of the NNOC, spoke 
about the new Sutures for Cuban Doctors and People 
Campaign, which will be in effect until the end of 
February 2026. 
“We will continue promoting national and international 
solidarity with Cuba. We will use all social media platforms 
to spread our message about Cuba to the fullest in 2026,” 
he affirmed.

Cuba Lives, 
Solidarity Does Too

By DeisyFRANCIS

Co-founder of the CODEPINK organization, Medea 
Benjamin. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.

Cuban Ambassador Ernesto Soberón and UN Secretary General, António Guterres. PHOTO: UN.
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HAVANA.- The Symposium on Innovation 
for Sustainability in the Food Industry, 
SISIA 2025, held in this capital, 
discussed the national strategy for food 
fortification. This event was dedicated to 
the centenary of the Cuban Revolution 
leader Fidel Castro, born in 2026.  
The event was organized by the Food 
Industry Research Institute (IIIA), a 
leading institution in innovation and 
development in the sector in Cuba.  
The center’s key outcomes are: providing 
food to elderly and pregnant individuals, 
supplying fruit and vegetable juices 
to children, developing reduced-
sugar products, and offering technical, 
educational, and scientific services.
The symposium’s opening lecture, 
“Innovation and Partnerships for Scaling 
Sustainable Solutions in the Cuban Food 
Industry: Towards a National Strategy for 
Food Fortification,” was delivered by a 
representative of the World Food Program 
(WFP) in Cuba, Étienne Labande.
In his speech, the official highlighted that 
since the end of 2023, the WFP has resumed 
facilitating and providing technical 
support to the Cuban government to 
implement a National Food Fortification 
Strategy. This initiative prioritizes the 
acquisition of viable options for mass-
consumed foods, strengthening the 
technological capabilities of national 
industrial production and supporting a 
regulatory framework that provides legal 

endorsement to national food fortification, 
among other actions. 
Key sectors involved in this project include 
the Food Industry, Agriculture and Public 
Health. Long-term expected outcomes 
involve the improvement of the food 
basket through the incorporation of 
fortified foods.
In an interview with The Havana Reporter, 
WFP representative stated that despite 
the challenges to implement this national 
strategy, the Caribbean island’s strength 
lies in its capacity. 

He affirmed that this nation has a very 
strong scientific community with all the 
necessary knowledge, and there is also 
infrastructure that allows the fortification 
of food, along with the technology needed. 
The only thing necessary is to find a way to 
ensure that the process is sustainable over 
time. 
The SISIA 2025 Symposium was held under 
the theme “Science in Sustainable Food 
Production” and its sessions highlighted 
the achievements of the Food Industry 
Research Institute in developing food for 

the elderly and pregnant women, fruit 
and vegetable juices for children, reduced-
sugar products, as well as the provision 
of technical, educational, and scientific 
services.
IIIA researchers recently created a 
fermented dessert made from milk, 
sugar, modified starch, lactic culture, 
gelatin, salt, and soursop flavor, highly 
recommended for elderly people with 
chewing difficulties or who suffer from 
dysphagia (difficulty or inability to 
swallow).

The WFP has provided technical support to the Cuban government to implement a National Food Fortification Strategy. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.

HAVANA.- Cuba commemorated the 
50th anniversary of its cooperation with 
the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research 
(JINR) in Dubna, Russia, an exchange that 
facilitates research to combat diseases 
through nuclear medicine, among other 
projects.
During a ceremony held at the Hotel 
Nacional in this capital, with guests from 
both countries and headed by Cuban 
Minister of Science, Technology, and 
the Environment, Armando Rodríguez, 
Cuba’s Plenipotentiary Representative to 
the JINR, Gonzalo Walwyn, recalled the 
beginnings of Cuba’s incorporation into 
the institution on March 26, 1976.
.Since then, more than 300 Cubans 
have participated in advanced science 
and technology programs, while others 

have received training in theoretical and 
experimental physics, radiochemistry, 
nanotechnology, and computer sciences.
He also mentioned some of the 
main research projects, such as the 
characterization of nanomaterials, 
radiosensitivity studies in tumors, and 
the use of biophysical models to fight 
brain diseases.
These are complemented by projects for 
the production of membranes, radiation 
detectors and diagnostic systems used in 
nuclear medicine.
At the commemoration, JINR Director 
Gregory Trubnikov delivered a keynote 
address on the institution’s history and 
future projections.
The Dubna Joint Institute for Nuclear 
Research is an intergovernmental 
scientific organization known worldwide 
for its outstanding contribution to the 
fundamental principles of physics.

The institution has established cooperation 
with over one thousand research centers 
and universities, and it organizes more than 
40 international conferences and meetings 
annually. JINR publishes around 1,500 
scientific articles and reports each year.
In addition to Cuba, its member countries 

include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Bulgaria, Egypt, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
Mongolia, Romania, Slovakia, Uzbekistan 
and Vietnam.
A video highlighting the main stages of the 
collaboration, featuring testimonials from 
researchers and exchanges with founders, 
was part of the commemoration.

Food Innovation
By AlfredoBOADA

Five Decades of Collaboration 
in the Nanoscience Field
By Ana LauraARBESÚ

The Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (JINR) in Dubna, Russia. PHOTO: Internet.
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HAVANA.- The jury of the 46th Havana’s 
Film Festival awarded the Coral Prize for 
Best Feature Film to Un poeta (A Poet), by 
director Simón Mesa (Colombia, Germany 
and Sweden).
On the festival’s closing night, last December 
12, the film also won the Coral Prize for Best 
Actor, which went to Ubeimar Ríos, in addition 
to the Don Quixote Award, presented by the 
International Federation of Film Societies, and 
the Signis Award, from the World Catholic 
Association for Communication.
Un poeta’s plot hinges on the life of Óscar 
Restrepo, whose obsession with poetry 
brings him no glory. Meeting Yurlady, a 
teenager from a humble background, and 
helping her cultivate her talent, bring some 
light to his days, but drawing her into the 
world of poetry might not be the right path.
The Special Jury Prize in that same category 
went to Cuerpo celeste (Celestial body), by 

Nayra Ilic García (Chile, Italy), which also 
won the Coral for Photography for Sergio 
Armstrong, and for Female Performance, 
ex aequo, for Helen Mrugalski and Denise 
Weinberg, the latter for the film Sendero azul 
(Blue Path), from Brazil.
The other big winner of the night was El 
agente secreto (The secret agent) (Brazil, 
France), whose director, Brazilian filmmaker 
Kleber Mendonça Filho, won the Coral 
Awards for Best Director and Best Screenplay. 
The film also triumphed in the categories 
of Best Art Direction, Thales Junqueira; 
Best Original Score, Tomaz Alves Souza and 
Mateus Alves; and Best Editing, Eduardo 
Serrano and Matheus Farias.
The Argentinean film Belén won the Best 
Sound Award for Leandro de Loredo, and the 
Glauber Rocha Award, presented by  Prensa 
Latina, Latin American news agency, and the 
foreign press accredited to Cuba.
Other awards granted, included, the feature-
length documentary prize to El Príncipe de 
Nanawa (The prince of Nanawa), by Clarisa 

Navas (Argentina), and the Special Jury Award, 
in the same category, to Hijo de tigre y mula 
(Son of Tiger and Mule), by Annie Canavaggio 
(Panama, Colombia). A Mention was also 
awarded to Mijaín, by Rolando Almirante, 
Ángel Alderete and Héctor Villar (Cuba).
The Coral Award for Best Animated Short 
and Medium-Length Film went to Cuban 
director Ivette Ávila for her film Raptus, while 
Coração das trevas, by Rogério Nunes (Brazil, 
France) and Safo, by Rosana Urbes (Brazil), 
won the Best Feature Film and Special Prize, 
respectively, in the same category.
The Festival also presented Coral Awards in 
the following categories: Best First Feature, 
Best Unproduced Screenplay, Best Post-
Production, Best Poster, Best Other Territories, 
and Arrecife. The San Antonio de los Baños 
International Film and Television School 
also granted its Birri Award to the IberMedia 
Program, while the International Federation 
of Film Critics presented its FIPRESCI Prize to 
En el camino (On ​​the Road), by David Pablos 
(Mexico).

46th Havana’s Film Festival Coral Awards
By MarioMUÑOZ

HAVANA.- In the context of  the International Festival 
of New Latin American Cinema, the Argentinean film 
Belén, directed by Dolores Fonzi, won the Glauber 
Rocha Award granted by the Latin American News 
Agency, Prensa Latina, and the Foreign Press accredited 
to Cuba.
The prize, which includes the granting of a work by 
prominent Cuban visual artist Moisés Finalé and a diploma 
of recognition, was announced at the Hotel Nacional de 
Cuba during the presentation of the collateral awards of 

the 46th edition of this major film event, which closed its 
doors on December 12. 
The award was presented by president of Prensa Latina’s 
agency Jorge Legañoa, who referred to the 40 years of the 
creation of the Glauber Rocha Award and shared details on 
the jury’s decision. According to the official report, Belén 
is a “sober and powerful” staging, capable of conveying 
the difficult and sometimes dramatic situation of the 
protagonist without falling into sensationalism.
The photography and editing reinforce that atmosphere of 
realism and sensitivity, while Fonzi, Julieta Cardinali and Laura 
Paredes’ performances provide humanity and dignity to a story 
that directly challenges the viewer, as indicated in the document.  

The jury also highlighted that Belén is a political 
and social testimony, a denunciation of the 
criminalization of health and reproductive rights.  
The film, inspired by the real case of a young woman from 
Tucumán unjustly convicted after suffering a miscarriage, 
exposes “how prejudices can turn the judicial system 
into a mechanism of oppression,” the report noted.  
The cultural impact of this film goes beyond the borders of 
Argentina and has contributed to the debate on dignity and 
human rights on a global scale.
Belén manages to “combine the artistic quality of its 
execution with a transformative social vocation.” It not 
only moves and inspires but also stands out as an example 
of how cinema can be a tool for advocacy and change. 
The jury of the Glauber Rocha Award also granted a Mention 
diploma to the film La Hija Cóndor (The Condor daughter), 
from Bolivia, directed and written by Álvaro Olmos. This work 
is a proof of the possibility of “making excellent quality cinema 
with an engaging plot, even without large funding.” 
The co-production between Bolivia, Uruguay, and Peru tells 
the story of Clara, a young Quechua midwife apprentice who 
lives in an Andean community and is heir to the knowledge 
of ancestral songs used to accompany childbirth. 
The girl, however, dreams of leaving the mountains to 
become a folk singer in the city, a wish that fractures her 
bond with Ana, her adoptive mother.

Un Poeta received the Coral Prize for Best 
Feature Film. PHOTO: Panchito González.

By IbisFRADE

Poet, a film by Colombian director Simón Mesa, was awarded the Glaubert Rocha prize. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.

Glauber Rocha Award to Belén, from Argentina
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HAVANA.-Delving into the essence of an extraordinary 
human being and artist is a great challenge, and that is the 
privilege Roberto Fabelo gives his audience with his new 
exhibition Médula (Core), open until March 2026. 
The Cuban Art Building of the National Fine Arts Museum 
embraces the genius of the 2004 National Visual Arts 
awardee, who overflows with mystery, amazement and 
creativity in every visual proposal. It could not be other 
way. Fabelo always sets the bar really high, as director of the 
abovementioned institution and curator of the exhibition, 
Jorge Fernández, said in his opening speech.  
He always tells us that if we do not set the right course, we can 
disappear, and in that sense, I believe there is a rather caustic, 
poetic feeling that always reflects on our reality, he added.
According to Fabelo, there is not just one kind of beauty; 
his work is based on divergence, his work is difference 
itself, he commented. 
According to the curator, the artist invites us to journey 
to the core, to the essence of the human species, and 
those bones, no matter where they come from, carry his 
signature, his drawing, his way of thinking. 
The exhibition, which he described as a jewel and will 
remain open until March 2026, invites us to think, to reflect, 

and to understand that art—even if it does not change 
reality—makes us reflect upon it. 
He also highlighted the visual artist’s work, day by day, for 
over 15 days, with the restorers and installers. 

Words of praise for his art and talent welcomed the 
public at the entrance of the museum, just as we are 
welcomed by the monumentality of 21 rhinoceroses 
showing us the path to creativity. 
“He is not that red leader who distances himself 
from the herd; Fabelo is always in the herd and 
will live from the herd of rhinoceroses,” noted the 
artist.

By AdisRUÍZ

A Journey to Fabelo’s Essence

Médula (Core) exhibition overflows with mystery, amazement and creativity. PHOTO: Abel Rosales.
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HAVANA.-The Regional Office of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in 
this capital city, launched the ‘African Diaspora’ game, which 
promotes new ways of teaching the history of that continent.
It is a tool for rediscovering Africa and its legacy in the 
Caribbean, integrating inclusive content and participatory 
activities.
The Casa de África museum, located in the Havana’s historic 
center, hosted the presentation of this innovative proposal 
for schools and communities, inviting them to discover 
figures, places, traditions and historical events from that 
region and its descendants in the Caribbean.
According to the organizers, and as part of the General 
History of Africa’s Program promoted by UNESCO, since 
1964, the method is the result of collaboration between 
artists, researchers and teachers from Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic and Venezuela. 
Integrating the General History of Africa and its diaspora 
into education is an act of historical justice which 
contributes to lasting peace and the formation of critical 
and empathetic citizens, stated Director of the Regional 
Office Anne Lemaistre.
The meeting brought together representatives from 
the diplomatic corps, cultural institutions, teachers and 
students from the UNESCO-Associated Schools Network.

During the event, copies of the game were distributed to 
schools in Havana, for its incorporation in their educational 
activities in 2026. 
The presentation in Cuba follows the first one already 
made, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.
“Africa is at the root of our identity. This initiative helps 
young people discover that heritage and understand 
how much it contributes to our culture and history,” said 
president of the Fernando Ortiz Foundation and Cuban 
ethnologist, Miguel Barnet. 

‘African Diaspora’ is a game box that combines learning 
and fun. Players – children, young people and adults 
–cooperate and compete to locate illustrated cards 
depicting historical figures, places, traditions and events 
from Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Venezuela on a 
map and timeline.
It can be used in classrooms, community spaces and family 
environments, with small groups or up to 20 participants, 
promoting meaningful learning, collaborative work and 
recognition of cultural diversity.

HAVANA.- Cuban Prime Minister Manuel Marrero 
reaffirmed the Caribbean nation’s commitment to further 
strengthening ties with the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU), its member states, and observers.
During a video conference of the Eurasian Intergovernmental 
Council in Moscow last December, Marrero thanked the EAEU 
governments for supporting a recent resolution that demands 
an end to the U.S. economic blockade against the island.
In his speech, the head of the Cuban government 
emphasized the Union’s opposition to the inclusion of the 
island on Washington’s illegal and arbitrary list of state 
sponsors of terrorism.

Marrero stated that Cuba maintains its development 
strategy based on the principles of equity, social justice, 
and environmental sustainability, despite the hostility of 
the U.S. administration led by Donald Trump.
He noted that the country is working to revitalize the 
economy, “with an emphasis on actions to increase 
businesses and foreign investment in key sectors, for which 
we recently announced a Plan of Measures to encourage 
investors.”
He also referred to “specific lines of action for the 
development of intensified cooperation within the Union 
framework,” which were identified during the meeting 
held between the Eurasian Economic Commission and 
the Cuban government at the recent Havana International 
Trade Fair.

In this regard, Marrero highlighted the practical 
implementation of the logistics hub in Cuba as a bridge to 
Latin America and the Caribbean; an area of ​​health tourism, 
food and energy security; and business cooperation.
In his address, the Prime Minister affirmed that the “history 
of friendship and cooperation with the Eurasian nations 
is the strongest foundation for building this strategic 
partnership and implementing integration as a tool for the 
development of our countries.”
“As an Observer State, we are convinced that there is great 
potential for developing concrete actions at the Union’s 
level, aligned with our respective national development 
goals and for the benefit of our peoples,” the leader 
said, while reiterating his country’s commitment to 
strengthening ties with the Eurasian group.

Commitment to Strengthen Ties with Eurasian Group
By RafaelARZUAGA

Cuba maintains its development strategy based on the principles of equity and social justice, stated Marrero. PHOTO: Minrex.

UNESCO Launches ‘African Diaspora’ Educational Method
By RaúlANTÚNEZ

The Diaspora game promotes new ways of teaching the history of Africa. PHOTO: UNESCO.
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HAVANA.- Cuba celebrated the recent inclusion of the 
“son” music tradition in UNESCO’s Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity with a grand 
celebration at Havana’s iconic Salón Rosado de La Tropical. 
With the joy a milestone of such magnitude represents 

to the national culture, the Hoy como ayer project 
took charge of “La Gran Fiesta de los Soneros,” an 
exceptional concert featuring legendary figures and 
new talents to celebrate UNESCO’s well-deserved 
decision at its most recent meeting in New Delhi, India.  
The celebration on December 11 was “a vibrant and 
authentic tribute to the genre that beats at the heart 
of the island’s identity,” according to a statement from 

the Cuban Institute of Music, and “our people’s natural 
response: to celebrate with music, dance, and tradition.”. 
The declaration not only recognizes the universal value 
of Son as an artistic expression, but also celebrates its 
role as a symbol of resistance, mixed race and joy. 
With this decision, announced in the Indian capital at 
the 20th session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, the Cuban government’s commitment 

to protecting the traditions that represent the roots of the 
Caribbean nation is also highlighted. 
After the decision was known, the president of the 
National Cultural Heritage Council, Sonia Pérez, stated 
that the news would be honored as a well-deserved 
tribute to the creativity and joy of an entire country.
Also, as a recognition of all the Soneros from Cuba 
and the world, in addition to the many bearers 
who have kept one of the most robust traditions 
of the national cultural heritage alive and vibrant.  
Pérez affirmed that the inclusion of Son among the 
valuable heritages of humanity honors creativity, 
collective memory, and communities’ vitality.  
She emphasized that it also highlights a musical 
expression that has been a cornerstone of Cuban cultural 
identity and Afro-Caribbean diaspora, and strengthens 
safeguarding efforts through documentation, 
intergenerational transmission, and support for the 
holders and practitioners.
She stressed that it represents an opportunity to promote 
cultural cooperation, academic exchange, and the 
development of local capacities.
The official noted that Son, a musical and dance tradition, 
is a symbol of Cuban identity that goes beyond the 
borders; a living present expression deeply rooted in the 
heart of the nation.
Since its birth in the eastern region of Cuba, 
this music and dance genre has been one of 
the foundational expressions of Cuban music, 
combining African and Spanish musical elements.  
It reached its peak from the1920s, with the emergence 
and development of commercial broadcasting, and was 
declared a National Cultural Heritage in 2012.

By MarceloGARCÍA

Big Son Party Celebrates 
UNESCO Declaration

Xavier Mascaró’s  
Boats and Walkers

By DaimarelysPÉREZ

HAVANA.-Moving among boats, walkers, and 
heads of the ancient Nubian civilization—
even busts without origin—is the Spanish 
artist Xavier Mascaró, whose exhibition 
“Archaeology of the Present” is on display at 
the National Museum of Fine Arts. 
In an exclusive interview with The Havana 
Reporter, the artist said that to him, the 
pieces in this exhibition are like a rescued 
memory, an evocation of the present seen 
from the future, a kind of archaeological step 
of today’s world seen from the perspective 
of tomorrow.
Mascaró is a frequent visitor to Cuba who 
has come to the island on several occasions, 
and his works are already well known in the 
capital.
“I exhibited five large pieces at the 2019 
Visual Arts Biennial, just before the pandemic, 
in the ‘Behind the Wall’ program on the 
Malecón (created in 2012 by specialist Juan 

Delgado). One of those works was donated 
to the city and is still there,” he affirmed.
The large-scale sculpture Mascaró referred 
to belongs to the “Guardians” series, located 
in the Havana’s waterfront, very close to the 
Spanish Embassy in Cuba.
It is like a protective Buddha watching over 
Havana, the artist added.
His pieces are like hollow forms; he himself 
describes them as “something like armor or 
shields, objects in which the figure itself is 
missing, as it remains absent. Little by little, 
I developed these representations, and 
the best example is the guardian on the 
Malecón, a kind of container for a figure, like 
an armor,” he explained.
One of the works exhibited at the Fine Arts 
Museum is Caminantes (Walkers), which is 
like fossilized remains of manifestations that 
are no longer present, but their presence is 
here in their absence, because in the void 
once occupied, we find the armor, he added.
I really like the material I work with 
because it is cast iron with sand and has an 

archaeological look, as if it were unearthed. 
In fact, it needs to be dusted off so that 
once it is cast, the sand mold is broken and 
taken out of the ground. It is a somewhat 
archaeological phenomenon, hence the 
name of the exhibition, he stressed.

The Spanish artist told THR about his desire 
to turn this large-scale work into a traveling 
exhibition once it leaves the museum. 
“We have the idea of ​​finding a new venue 
for the exhibition, obviously with an interval. 
We would love for the exhibition to travel,” 
he said. 
“Many of my sculptural groups are on 
display, and after a while, they are included 
in another presentation of this type. This is 

the first time I show Caminantes; it has never 
been exhibited before, and this installation 
has taken me 10 years to complete,” he 
revealed.
For the Universal Art Building of the Fine 
Arts Museum, in Havana, it is a privilege, as 
it is for Mascaró, to present this sculptural 
group in Cuba.
The artist currently has several projects 
underway, one of which is in Spain, where 
he is exhibiting his work in a former church.
There, I currently have a set of “guardians” 
similar to the aluminum ones in this gallery, 
and a large bison that I cast; another project 
features the same mammal, which is already 
a monumental piece.

The pieces in Mascaró´s exhibition are like a rescued memory, an evocation of the present seen 
from the future. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.
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HAVANA.- Members of the National Assembly of People’s 
Power (Parliament) elected José Luis Toledo Santander 
as the new secretary of the legislative body. Toledo 
Santander had previously served as president of the 
Constitutional Affairs Committee.
The voting, conducted during the sixth ordinary session 
of the Legislature held on December 18, resulted in 431 
votes in favor, one in blank, and one null vote. 
The MPs also appointed Oscar Silvera as the new president 
of the Supreme People’s Court, a position he will assume 
after 27 years of leadership by Rubén Remigio Ferro, who 

was recognized for his “exemplary career, dynamism, 
creativity, and high sense of responsibility” at the head of 
the country’s highest judicial body.
Silvera, until now the Minister of Justice, has held 
increasing positions within the judicial system, from 
president of the Bayamo Municipal People’s Court to vice 
president of the Supreme People’s Court.
His appointment as head of the Ministry of Justice 
responded to the need to strengthen that body, 
maintaining him as an immediate reserve for the 
Presidency of the Supreme Court.
The Assembly also approved the appointment of Rosabel 
Gamón, until now First Deputy Minister of Justice, as the 
new Minister of Justice.

Gamón, who comes from the notary activity in Havana, 
has had leadership positions at the International Legal 
Consulting Firm and the International Law Firm, in 
addition to being a member of the country’s central legal 
teams since 2010.
Likewise, the Parliament acknowledged and accepted 
the resignations submitted by Homero Acosta, outgoing 
secretary of the legislative body; Ulises Guilarte, former 
General Secretary of the Cuban Workers’ Union, and 
Ricardo Rodríguez, former President of the University 
Students Federation – all members of the Council of State.
The MPs then elected Litza Elena González, current leader 
of the students’ organization, to fill the vacancy in the 
Council of State.

Parliament Approves Changes in Institutions’ Leadership
By CaridadSMITH

Favorable Situation in the Fight against Arboviruses

HAVANA- Cuba currently undergoes a favorable hygienic-
epidemiological situation in the fight against arboviruses, 
following a 21 percent decrease in reported feverish cases 
during the second week of December.
At a press conference in this capital, Deputy Minister of Public 
Health Carilda Peña also informed about the significant 
decline in severe and critical cases nationwide.
Since mid-October, the country has experienced a reduction 
in nonspecific feverish syndrome cases, a characteristic 
symptom of arboviruses or viruses transmitted by 
arthropods, she added.
Cuba is facing an interesting epidemiological situation, 
as dengue fever spread has an endemic behavior and in 
certain periods of the year, factors such as temperature, 
humidity and the country’s geographical location, which 
characterize the climate, create a favorable environment 
for the increase in the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the main 
vector of the disease, and consequently a rise in cases, she 
added.
In this regard, the doctor highlighted the decrease in 
mosquito infestation rates, below 50 percent, following a 
series of vector control actions carried out nationwide with 
the participation of the population and other social actors 

to control the transmitting mosquito and thus reduce the 
number of cases.
According to Peña, the nation has seen a 12.3 percent 
decrease in diagnosed cases of chikungunya during the 
second week of December, while dengue cases fluctuated 
between 14 and 15 percent.
Until now, the island has recorded 55 deaths due to these 
arboviruses, 37 of which were caused by chikungunya and 
18 by dengue, with the majority of the deceased being 
under the age of 18.
The official recalled that around July, the chikungunya virus, 
which is currently circulating in more than 119 countries 
worldwide, including a significant number of nations in the 
region, was introduced in the municipality of Perico, in the 
western province of Matanzas.
She added that, given the high risk associated with the 
disease, this introduction led to an increase in the number 
of cases in other parts of the country, which is somehow 
related to the vector’s high rates of presence and the fact 
that during this time of the year, there is higher movement 
of Cubans due to July and August vacations.
With a population that had never faced such a situation, 
local transmission occurred and then spread to other 
provinces. To date, all regions have been affected, and more 
than 90 percent of the territories have reported cases of 
chikungunya during this period, she affirmed.

By ManuelHUDSON

The voting resulted in 431 votes in favor, one in blank, and one null vote. PHOTO: Estudios Revolución

Deputy Minister of Public Health Carilda Peña also informed 
about the significant decline in severe and critical cases 
nationwide. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.
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HAVANA.- Every year, nature, adventure, 
and rural tourism continue to increase 
in the world, and Cuba is no exception to 
this trend, which attracts many people and 
even families.
It is a means of connecting with nature 
and participating in activities that facilitate 
active vacations, combined with sun and 
beach modalities, mountain hikes, and 
recreational boating, among other options.
One of such events includes canopy tour or 
Tirolesa (zip lining), a trend that is present 
both in Cuba and worldwide.
The western and central regions of the 
country are famous for this activity, 
particularly the Pinar del Río province 
(west) and the Escambray mountain range 
(center). Both places provide a unique 
opportunity to take aerial photos and videos 

of truly beautiful locations, in addition to an 
experience that gets adrenaline going.

LIVING IN MOTION
It is important to understand what we 
mean by canopy tour or zip lining.
A zip line, also known as a canopy, canopy 
walkway, or cable tour, consists of a pulley 
suspended by cables mounted on a slope 
or hillside.
They are designed so that one or more 
people, secured by a harness, are propelled 
by gravity and can glide from the top to the 
bottom of an area along a cable, usually 
made of stainless steel.
It is a common practice in military exercises 
and is also used by farmers in rugged 
mountainous regions.
In Tyrol (the region of the Austrian and 
Italian Alps), where the name originates, it is 
known as a Seilrutsche, while in Switzerland 
it is called a Tyropene.

Text and Photos RobertoCAMPOS

Zip Lining 
Adventure
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SANTIAGO DE CHILE.- With a hardline 
stance against crime and immigration, 
Chile’s far-right candidate José Antonio 
Kast won the presidential election by a 
wide margin against his rival, Jeannette 
Jara.
In the December 15th election, Kast 
obtained 58.16 percent of the votes, while 
the left, progressive, and social democracy 
candidate received 41.84 percent, with 
nearly 100 percent of the polling stations 
reporting.
Kast, who made security the central issue of 
his campaign, said in his first address to the 
nation that he would work to restore “peace 
and order” and reiterated his threats against 
undocumented immigrants.
Although the eight left and center-wing 
parties that supported Jara will have to 
conduct an in-depth study on the causes 
of this resounding defeat, several experts 
already tried to explain the rise of the far 
right in the country.
According to political analyst Omar Cid, 
the result is largely due to Jara campaign’s 
failure to separate her candidacy from the 

legacy of the current administration, with 
all its mistakes and political defeats.
This is a protest vote against the government, 
said Cid, who also works as journalist for 
Crónica Digital, in statements to The Havana 
Reporter, after noting that Jara served 
as Minister of Labor in the Gabriel Boric’s 
cabinet.
Furthermore, he pointed out that security 
and migration dominated most of the 
debates, an agenda that openly favored 

Kast, while other important issues such 
as education, housing, health, poverty, 
inequality, and territorial and environmental 
matters were sidelined.
For Dino Pancani, a professor at the 
University of Chile, this result can be 
attributed to the performance of a 
government that, during its four years in 
office, adopted a rhetoric that was more 
inclined towards the right and failed to 
establish its own agenda.

In addition, the candidate’s campaign failed 
to propose any real change and abandoned 
important issues for the left, such as social 
justice.
Kast’s victory also comes amid a context 
marked by a rise in the far right, not only 
in Latin America but worldwide.
In fact, one of the first to congratulate him 
was Argentinean president Javier Milei, who 
praised the resounding victory of the man 
he called his friend and stated that this is 
“another step for our region in defense of 
life, liberty and private property.”
Paraguayan president Santiago Peña also 
congratulated Kast and said he hoped they 
would work together to “further strengthen 
friendship” between their countries, 
while Vox president, Santiago Abascal, 
considered him a “dear friend and ally.”
From Washington, Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio congratulated the president-elect 
and affirmed that “under his leadership, we 
are confident that Chile will foster shared 
priorities, such as strengthening of public 
safety, ending illegal immigration, and 
revitalizing our trade relationship.”
Kast, a member of the Republican Party, 
received support from the equally extremist 
National Libertarian Party, which is close to 
Milei’s ideology, and from the traditional 
right wing.
The president-elect will assume office on 
March 11.

By CarmenESQUIVEL

Chile Shifts to the Far Right

José Antonio Kast won the presidential election with the 58.16 percent of the votes. PHOTO: Internet.
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HAVANA.-  Cuba expressed its gratitude for the creation 
of the International Energy and Electricity Mission, 
approved at the ALBA-TCP summit held virtually on 

December 14, to support the complete restoration of 
the island’s electricity system.
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez said on his X social media 
account that the decision taken by the Bolivarian Alliance 
for the Peoples of Our America-Peoples’ Trade Treaty (ALBA-
TCP) is “a further demonstration of the alliance’s essence.”

Rodríguez affirmed that President Nicolás Maduro’s 
initiative “places solidarity and cooperation among 
sister nations at the heart of his work.”
“The Presidency of the Republic of Cuba, on the same 
social network, also thanked those involved for the 
support on such a vital and critical issue for the largest 
of the Antilles.
“The publication referred to Maduro’s statement, who 
gave instructions to increase everything we are doing 
today with Cuba in this regard. We will get through 
this, and we will be better off,” he affirmed during the 
meeting with President Miguel Díaz-Canel.
The Venezuelan president announced the initiative 
while reading the final declaration of the 25th Summit 
of Heads of Government and State.
He also highlighted that he had given instructions 
to increase “everything we are doing, two or three 
times more” and assured that “we will emerge better, 
stronger, more aware and more victorious than ever.”
The 25th ALBA-TCP Summit was held virtually with 
the participation of its nine member countries on 
the occasion of the 21st anniversary of the Alliance’s 
foundation by historical leaders of the Cuban 
Revolution, Fidel Castro, and the Bolivarian Revolution, 
Hugo Chávez.

ALBA-TCP Supports Restoration of the Electricity System
By JorgeCAMPO

HAVANA.- The current reconfiguration 
of the global economic order consists 
of five transitional processes: economic, 
technological, political, geopolitical, and 
cultural, explained Jourdy James, Deputy 
Director of the World Economy Research 
Center (CIEM), in the Cuban capital.
In statements to  The Havana Reporter, 
James noted that the economic transition 
is evident as the world’s economic center of 
gravity shifts from core powers to emerging 
and developing economies.
Technological transition—known as the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution—is seen in 
automation, artificial intelligence, and the 
development of digital platforms.
Regarding politics, she referred to the growing 
prominence of Global South countries, while 

the center of gravity of global geopolitics 
moves from the West toward the Atlantic and 
Pacific.
In relation to culture or civilization, she 
commented that, unlike the crisis of the 
modern Western world system, there is a 
re-emergence of Eastern values and ideas.
Another interesting fact is China’s 
economic progress amidst the relative loss 
of U.S. hegemony, which still maintains its 
financial and monetary supremacy, with 
59 percent of the world’s foreign exchange 
reserves in dollars, in addition to its military 
leadership, she added.
James highlighted that the Asian giant’s 
performance from 2008 to 2022 surpassed 
that of the United States in the global 
economy in terms of Gross Domestic Product, 
purchasing power parity, and global exports.
This scenario is characterized by developed 
countries losing their monopoly on 

advanced, high-end production and 
high-value-added services, while new 
global players, state and non-state non-
governmental organizations appear.
Emerging actors such as BRICS Plus—
composed of Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa, Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates—
together represent 40 percent of the 
world’s population and 25 percent of 
global GDP.
The Development Bank invested more 
than 30 billion dollars in small developing 
economies and increased their participation 
in various areas of global governance, the 
deputy director indicated.
James also pointed out that according to 
estimates from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), by 2028, the ranking of the 
world’s leading economies will be: China, 
the United States, India, Japan, Germany, 

Indonesia, Russia, Brazil, France, and the 
United Kingdom.
The emergence of new regions like Asia-
Pacific is evident, with increasing trade 
and foreign direct investment and the 
development of global initiatives such as 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership, which unites 15 economies 
and represents 30 percent of the world’s 
population and GDP, and of course, the Belt 
and Road Initiative, she affirmed.
In the case of Eurasia, the Eurasian Economic 
Union was established, bringing together 
more than 182 million inhabitants—around 
2.0 percent of the world’s population—and 
a GDP of $2.4 trillion dollars (3.0 percent of 
global GDP).
Meanwhile, Latin America and the 
Caribbean are diversifying their ties as 
China gains prominence over the United 
States.

Reconfiguration of the Global Economy
By TeyunéDÍAZ

ALBA-TCP approved and created the International Energy and Electricity Mission to support the full restoration of Cuba’s 
electrical system. PHOTO: Prensa Latina.
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HAVANA.- Cuba intends to make progress in the recovery 
of its electricity system and the acquisition of domestic 
fuel for power generation, in addition to boosting energy 
transition next year.
Minister of Energy and Mines Vicente de la O indicated that 
the 2026 strategy includes maintaining and recovering the 
technical availability of photovoltaic parks and emergency 

generators, and promoting the use of other renewable 
sources of energy.
Speaking at the 6th Ordinary Period of Sessions of the National 
Assembly of People’s Power (ANPP), De la O highlighted that 
more than $1.1 billion dollars has been secured and domestic 
resources have been prioritized to renew infrastructure, such 
as photovoltaic solar parks and the supertanker base.
Despite the deterioration of power plants and oil wells, 
decline in oil and gas production has been halted, reaching 
record production levels, he noted. 

The minister also stressed that measures were taken to 
ensure a constant supply of fuels such as diesel and gas, 
especially for exporting companies.
At the meeting held on December 18, the head of the 
Energy and Mines sector commented that photovoltaic 
solar parks were installed in 2025 as part of efforts to 
increase energy availability, and emphasized that those 
efforts will continue in 2026.
According to the official, the country has taken steps to 
improve its electricity system, including the purchase 
of fuel for power generation and the increase of salaries 
for workers of this field, which has helped stop the staff 
exodus.
The country is also implementing energy-saving plans 
through energy councils at various levels.
Simultaneously, it is working on the security of the 
electricity system, which has been the target of external 
attacks, in line with efforts to further strengthen the 
sector’s structure and operations in 2026.
Regarding the national energy situation, Prime Minister 
Manuel Marrero stated that Cuban authorities are working 
diligently to recover the National Power System and 
reiterated that, despite challenging financial conditions, 
$1.15 billion have been allocated.
This has allowed for the recovery of 422 MW in distributed 
generation, exceeding 1,000 MW, and an additional 228 
MW in centralized generation, he explained.
He acknowledged that despite the work undertaken, the 
situation of the national power system remains highly 
complex, with an average daily deficit of 1,500 to 1,700 
MW.
In mid-December, the deficit surpassed 2,000 MW, 
which caused service disruptions 24 hours a day, 
exacerbating public unease and damaging the 
economy, he said.

By ErnestoVERA

Recovering Electricity Generation Capacities

HAVANA.- The Cuban parliament approved 
the State Budget for the 2026 fiscal year, 
an instrument that reflects the priority the 
State gives to social services protection.
Minister of Finances and Prices Vladimir 
Regueiro presented the details to the 
National Assembly of People’s Power at its 
last session of 2025.
Regueiro explained that the Caribbean nation 
is allocating 550.59 billion pesos – six percent 
more than in 2025 – and approximately 70 
percent of current expenses to supporting 
health, education, culture, sports, social 
assistance and social security.
“It is not about expenses but rather about 
the most valuable investment in our 
society,” he emphasized.
The minister added that 76.756 billion pesos 
(21 percent of current expenses) are allocated 
to public health, to support 110.7 million 
medical consultations, more than 6.7 million 
hospital admissions and priority supply of 
medicines for cardiovascular, oncological, 
hematological and ophthalmological diseases.
Education is allocated 71.983 billion pesos 
(20 percent), ensuring enrollment of 

1,369,000 students in general education 
and 204,299 in higher education, while 
strengthening ties between universities, 
productive sectors and local governments.
Social Security is allocated 80.526 billion pesos 
– an increase of more than 20 billion compared 
to 2025 – to protect 1.84 million pensioners, 
extend maternity leave to 15 months with 100 
percent of salary, and maintain benefits for 
veterans and internationalists.

The Budget also includes 5.981 billion 
pesos for social assistance to vulnerable 
individuals, 12.530 billion for the culture 
sector and 8.274 billion for sports, including 
the implementation of the new Cuban 
Sports System Law.
In terms of investment, 57.993 billion pesos 
are being financed, prioritizing infrastructure 
in solar photovoltaic energy, water supply, 
health, education, tourism and housing.

Regueiro indicated that the project foresees 
a fiscal deficit of 74.5 billion pesos, mostly in 
capital operations, while the current account 
registers a surplus of 11.203 billion pesos, in 
compliance with the fiscal discipline rule.
He emphasized that tax adjustments 
will be implemented to boost revenue 
collection, including increases in toll rates 
and land transportation taxes, as well as 
strengthening tax control through the 
mandatory use of the Tax Identification 
Number, digital tax domicile, and stricter 
penalties against tax evasion.

2026 Budget Focuses on Social Projects
By MelissaKING

The 2026 strategy, secured by $1.1 billion, includes the renew infrastructure, such as photovoltaic solar parks and the supertanker base. 
PHOTO:  Prensa Latina.

Approximately 70 percent of the State Budget is intended to supporting health, education, culture, sports, social assistance and social security. 
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HAVANA.- For the second time in history, 
Cuba dominated all three categories 
of the Prensa Latina Sports Survey that 
selects Latin America’s best athletes in the 
competitive season.
In the first year of the Olympic cycle leading 
up to Los Angeles, triple jumper Leyanis 
Pérez, pitcher Liván Moinelo and the Cuban 
youth Baseball-5 team were the favorites 
in a survey where 113 media outlets from 
across the region, Europe, the Middle East 
and Asia casted their votes.
Pérez, reigning triple jump champion of the 
season, was the poll’s clear favorite since its 
opening on November 21, wining 73 votes 
in a category in which 17 women earned at 
least one nomination.
In March, she won the crown of the Nanjing 
(China) World Indoor Championships with 
14.93 meters; in September, she kept her 
status at the Tokyo (Japan) World Outdoors 
Championships with 14.94 meters, winning 
the gold medal ahead of Dominican Thea 
LaFond, Olympic champion in Paris 2024 and 
Venezuelan Yulimar Rojas, world record holder. 
Leyanis became the ninth Cuban athlete to 
win the Latin American Female Athlete of the 
Year award, joining a list of luminaries such 
as Ana Fidelia Quirot, Maritza Martén, Mireya 
Luis, Daimí Perniá, Osleidys Menéndez, Zulia 
Calatayud, Yargeris Savigne and Omara 
Durand. The left-handed pitcher,
Meanwhile, Moinelo, champion in Japanese 
baseball, is the first Cuban baseball player 

to win the distinction of Best Male Athlete 
of Latin America. In this 61st edition, he 
got 42 votes, enough to surpass Argentine 
superstar Lionel Messi, his closest 
competitor with 19.
Key player of the Softbank Hawks, the Cuban 
achieved a personal record of 12 wins, in 
addition to repeating as the league’s leader 
in Earned Run Average (1.46, after allowing 
only 27 runs in 167 innings on the mound), 
combining both Leagues.
At the last minute and after several weeks 
of dispute, the Cuban youth Baseball-5 
squad – winners of the Nayarit world 
championship – came from behind with 

the support of the national media and won 
the Best Team Award with 37 votes (only 
four points ahead of the Albiceleste team).
In Mexico, the Cuban team experienced its 
second world championship, an event that 
was as successful as the first, with only one 
set lost and another group of talented young 
athletes.
These young men have their sights set on 
the upcoming Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic 
Games, where this discipline will debut, 
and where they highly hope to win the 
title, in case anyone still has any doubts.
Cuba had only led the Prensa Latina survey 
in the 1989 edition, when high jumper 

Javier Sotomayor, runner Ana Fidelia Quirot 
and the women’s volleyball team topped 
their respective categories.
Dedicated to the centennial of Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro and the fifth anniversary 
of Diego Armando Maradona’s death, 
the poll also recognized the sporting 
career of world high jump record holder 
Javier Sotomayor, Cuba’s main winner of 
these Latin American surveys, with five 
victories. 
These votes of Prensa Latina, the Latin 
American News Agency, began in 1964, with 
Cuban sprinter Enrique Figuerola as the first 
winner.

Latin America’s Best Athletes
By YodeniMASÓ

HAVANA.- Cuban sport navigated 2025 
like someone crossing a minefield: 
without abundance or certainty, but with 
the unwavering determination to never 
surrender, competing against visible rivals 
and others more silent, entrenched in 
everyday reality.
It was not a year of triumphalist tallies or 
overflowing with victories. It was a calendar 
of resistance, where every appearance 
on the international arena demanded 
creativity, sacrifice and a logistical 
operation sustained more by willpower 
than resources. In that harsh landscape, 
each result carried a different weight, more 
human than statistical.
Notwithstanding, there were names that 
ignited the season. Athletics found its 
greatest standard-bearer in triple jumper 
Leyanis Pérez, an athlete who turned the 
track into sacred territory.
Pérez had a perfect year, with both indoors 
and outdoors world titles, in addition to the 
Diamond League crown. She did not jump 

just for herself, but for an entire generation 
that refuses to accept imposed limits.
Surrounding her, athletics earned bronze 
medals, finals appearances and personal 
bests, which spoke of consistency and 
character.
Our national sport, in its many forms, also 
wrote important chapters. Youth Baseball5 
reaffirmed that Cuba knows how to reinvent 
itself and conquer new territories with 
collective intelligence, culminating in the 
team’s victory at the World Championship.
The U-12 and U-18 national baseball teams 
also showed signs of change in demanding 
tournaments, while from Japan, Liván 
Moinelo starred in a defining season that 
brought back the echo of greatness to 
Cuban baseball from distant ballparks.
The pitcher, from the Pinar del Río province, 
became champion with the SoftBank 
Hawks, was selected to the All-Star team, 
and won the Pacific League’s Most Valuable 
Player award.
On the water, canoeing once again proved 
to be a guiding light. Yarisleidys Cirilo 
paddled against powerful currents and 
reaffirmed that this discipline remains elite. 

The young athlete was the U-23 world 
champion and world runner-up in the 
200-meter single-seater canoe.
At the Junior Pan American Games in 
Asunción, that sport proved to be the 
backbone of the Cuban medal count, 
with nine medals and performances 
that bolstered the seventh place in the 
continent, with a clear message: the future 
is not empty.
Weightlifting found a symbol of strength 
in Marifélix Sarría; wrestling reaffirmed its 
lineage with world podium finishes worth 
more than medals themselves, and beach 
volleyball proved that it is also possible 

to compete with creativity and courage 
against established powers.
Boxing, indoor volleyball, triathlon and 
other disciplines contributed presence, 
results and, in some cases, warnings about 
current limitations. 
There were tough tournaments, lagging 
positions and sports where the flag barely 
made an appearance. But even there, being 
present was a form of victory.
2025 did not bestow hegemonies. Instead, 
it left a narrative of courage: athletes 
traveling light and heavy with responsibility, 
defending a history that does not always 
win, but is never absent.

Relentless Courage
Triple  jumper Leyanis Pérez, pitcher Liván Moinelo and the Cuban youth Baseball-5 team won the Prensa Latina Sports Survey.  PHOTO: Prensa Latina.

Cuban Yarisleidys Cirilo was the U-23 world champion and world runner-up in the 200-meter single-
seater canoe. PHOTOS: Prensa Latina.
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ROME.- In 1984, the World Heritage 
Committee of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) recognized the Vatican City as a 
World Heritage Site for its historical, spiritual 
and artistic importance. 
This independent sovereign State, located 
in the Italian city of Rome, is also considered 
the smallest in the world, with barely 
0.44 square kilometers. It is the seat of 
the Catholic Church, the only one on the 
entire planet to fully hold such a high title 
conferred by this international institution. 
Enclosed by walls yet opening onto Rome 
through Saint Peter’s Colonnade, Vatican 
City shelters within its boundaries both 
masterpieces and living institutions that 
testify to its crucial role in human history.
Since the 4th century, when Emperor 
Constantine founded the ancient Basilica of 
Saint Peter, whose remains are still preserved 
beneath the current church (completed in 
the 17th century), the Vatican City has been 
considered the center of Christianity. 
The permanent seat of the popes, it is both 
a holy city for Catholics and an important 
archaeological site since the time of the 

Roman Empire, one of the main cultural 
landmarks of humanity, recognized for 
its exceptional architectural and artistic 
values. 
Saint Peter’s Basilica, The Basilica of Saint 
Peter, the largest religious building in the 
world, the result of the combined genius of 
Donato d’Angelo Bramante, Raphael Sanzio, 
Michelangelo Buonarroti, Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini, Carlo Maderno, and Giacomo 
Della Porta, is located at the center of this 
city-state, with its double row of majestic 

palaces, its colonnade, and its grand square 
surrounded by majestic palaces.
The construction of the basilica (1506-1626) 
was initially commissioned to Bramante, but 
after his death, the project passed to Raphael, 
and after his passing, to other architects, until 
it was finally assigned to Michelangelo, the 
creator of its great dome, the tallest in the 
world. 
This last architect was also responsible for one 
of the building’s most important sculptures: 
The Pietà, while Bernini was the creator of 

the impressive, solid bronze baldachin that 
stands directly under the basilica’s dome. 
Other treasures are found in numerous 
spaces and galleries, such as Saint Peter’s 
Square, whose center is marked by a large 
Egyptian obelisk and flanked by two rows of 
semicircular marble columns, with around 
140 statues of saints that amaze daily 
thousands of visitors. 
The Vatican also has the Apostolic Palace and 
the Vatican Apostolic Library, which holds 
1,600,000 printed volumes, both ancient and 
modern, in addition to 9,000 incunabula, 
around 150,000 codices and approximately 
80,000 manuscripts. 
In addition to its gardens, this city has more 
than 50 galleries and over 20,000 works of 
art displayed in numerous museums. Its 
wonders also include the Sistine Chapel, 
named in honor of Pope Sixtus IV (1471-
1484), who had the old Capilla Magna 
renovated. 
The splendid decoration of its walls dates 
back, precisely, to the 15th century and 
includes false draperies, as well as the 
Stories of Moses and Christ and pontiffs’ 
portraits. The execution of those works 
was carried out by Pietro Perugino, Sandro 
Botticelli, Domenico Ghirlandaio and 
Cosimo Rosselli.

World Heritage: Between the Divine and the Human
By OscarREDONDO

The Vatican is the smallest State in the world, with barely 0.44 square kilometers. PHOTO: Internet.
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